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rope-stretchers or harpedonaptae. They used a rope divided by knots into three segments (perhaps corresponding to the numbers 3, 4, 5) forming a Pythago-ean triangle.*
Among the Babylonians the construction of figures of religious significance led up to a formal geometry of divination which recognized triangles, quadrilaterals, right angles, circles with the Inscribed regular hex agon and the division of the circumference into three hundred and sixty degrees as well as a value ir = 3.
Stereometric problems, such as finding the contents of granaries, are found in Ahmes; but not much is to be learned from his statements since no account is given of the shape of the storehouses.
As for projective representations, the Egyptian wall sculptures show no evidence of any knowledge of perspective. For example a square pond is pictured In the ground-plan but the trees and the water-drawers standing on the bank are added to the picture In the elevation, as it were from the outside, f
C.   SECOND PERIOD.
THE GREEKS.
In a survey of Greek geometry it will here and there appear as if investigations connected In a very
* Cantor, I,, p. 62.
t Wiener, Lehrbuck der darsteUenden Geemetrie, 1884.   Hereafter referred to as Wiener.